INTERNATIONAL
TRAVEL

Powering the UK economy

International travel powers the UK economy

- making an overall gross value added (GVA)
contribution of £88bn annually, and supporting
the employment of more than 1.4m people right
across the UK.

ABTA and UKinbound have come together to
celebrate our respective parts of the UK’s vibrant
tourism mix, outbound and inbound travel, which
are interdependent and interlinked. International
travel has shared physical infrastructure, such as
airports and ports, but also brings wider mutual
benefits such as the route viability and connectivity
underpinned by two-way travel flows.

We also know that the benefits of international
travel are far wider than solely economic.

Our sectors offer enormous social, wellbeing

and cultural benefits to individuals, and contribute
to the UK’s international soft-pov '

1. All data ABTA/York Aviation, The Value of International Travel, September 2026
All figures are subject to rounding and may not calculate exactly
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UKINBOUND

THE VOICE OF INBOUND TOURISM
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International travel —
providing jobs across the UK
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UK - jobs & GVA from international travel

in the regions and nations
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Northern Ireland
20,000/ £1,320m
12,000/ £765m

North West
98,000/ £6,468m
57,000/ £3,548m

West Midlands
71,000/ £4,715m
41,000/ £2,597m

Wales
29,000/ £1,890m
20,000/ £1,1765m

South West
69,000/ £4,461m
45,000/ £2,695m

Inbound jobs

217,000 direct
114,000 indirect
90,000 induced

United Kingdom
865,000/ £56.7bn
508,000/ £31.5bn
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North East
31,000/ £2,006m
18,000/ £1,099m

Yorkshire & the Humber
66,000/ £4,359m
38,000/ £2,404m

East Midlands
57,000/ £3,820m
33,000/ £2,082m

East of England
81,000/ £5,374m
45,000/ £2,866m

London
161,000/ £10,694m
89,000/ £5,480m

South East
114,000 / £7,545m
67,000/ £4,185m
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